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The Twin Cities Sister In Crime Member Newsletter 
February 2008 

 
"Down these mean streets . . . ." 

 
Our Guest for Tuesday's Meeting 

 
Todd New, Police Officer with Minneapolis Police Department for 12 years.  After 
several years answering 911 calls, he moved downtown to the Minneapolis Gang Unit, 
specializing in Asian Gangs.  When the Gang Unit dissolved, Todd joined the 
Intelligence Sharing and Analysis Center (ISAC).  They work primarily on collecting 
strategic and tactical intelligence on violent criminals (and gang members) within the 
City of Minneapolis, working closely with numerous other local, state, and federal 
agencies.  Their work consists of analyzing information on these criminals (associates, 
addresses, vehicles, etc.), using various law enforcement and open source databases – as 
well as informants -- and doing link analysis.  After the information is digested, vetted 
and analyzed, the Unit disseminates the Intelligence product to the officers/agencies 
likely to be affected by or interested in it.  
   
Todd also spent three years in special intelligence with the Marine Corps before college 
and afterwards spent a number of years self-employed in portrait and wedding 
photography.  
   
An aspiring-to-be-published novelist, Todd wrote a novel on a lark 15 years ago (high-
tech stuff at the time, but hopelessly out of date today!), and has written in the past for a 
couple of special interest magazines.  He currently is working on his second unpublished 
novel.  
 
  

Remember the Date 'Cause It's Changed 
 

Tuesday, February 13th, 7 PM Once Upon A Crime 
604 W. 26th Street, Minneapolis (East of Lyndale) 

 
 

Minutes of the January Meeting 
 
New Business: 
Marilyn Victor moved to present Charity with a gift of up to $50 cash or gift certificate as 
a thank you for maintaining our website for many years.  Motion passed. 
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Bill Fietzer asked members present for information on how to save the newsletter as a pdf 
file.  Suggestions included Cutepdf 
 
Books for future meetings were discussed and chosen: 
February – Tin City by David Housewright 
March – What Angels Fear by C. S. Harris 
April – Stalemate by Iris Johansen 
May – Salaryman’s Wife by Sujata Massey 
June – Last Lessons of Summer by Margaret Maron  
September – Silent in the Grave by Deanna Raybourn 
(No meetings in July or August) 
 
The book for this month was Amen Corner by Rick Shefchik.  It involved an injured cop 
who took up golfing as physical therapy and qualified for the Masters where he 
encounters murder.  It is set in Minnesota and Shefchik also lives here. 
 
We were reminded that our next meeting will be held on the second Tuesday, February 
12th, due to events scheduled at the store.  The March meeting will be in the first 
Tuesday, as usual, and the April meeting will be on the first Wednesday, April 2nd. 
 
Our speaker for the evening was Marcia Cummings, a forensic artist with the BCA.  She 
has been working as an artist for 20 of the 35 years she has been with the BCA.  Her 
duties include facial reconstruction, composite drawings, and crime scene sketches.  She 
presented information on her background, training, and samples of her work. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Kim Reis 
 
 

Keep Your Updated Calendars Handy 
 
Our first meeting in January was moved to the 2nd Tuesday of the month as is our 
February meeting.  In April, we will be meeting on Wednesday, April 2. 

 
 

Membership Renewal for 2008 
 
Just a reminder: don't forget to renew your membership with the national organization by 
filling out the organization's application/renewal form on their website at 
http://www.sistersincrime.org.  Dues for the national are $40 (If you would like to be 
listed in their 2008 directory you must renew by January 31, 2008).  Once you have done 
that, you can pay your local dues of $10.  The local chapter is no longer collecting and 
paying national dues for members. 
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Love is Murder Conference: a Report 

The Conference celebrated its tenth 
anniversary in its customary raucous 
fashion. A heartfelt tribute to the 
founder of LIM, Evelyn Hopkins, 
during Saturday's dinner preceded a 
whiskey tasting session accompanied 
by bagpipes. Novelists Barry Eisler , 
Tess Gerritsen, and Twin Cities SinC's 
Kent Krueger read excerpts from 
Edgar Allan Poe's work Friday night 
and exposed ignorance of their own 
work the next under the satirical grilling 
of Joe Konrath. Conference attendees 
enjoyed themselves in innovative  
ways: some through sponsored events  

          (Joe Konrath interviews Tess Gerritsen)                    such as the Mystery Writers of 
America's "Death by Chocolate" experience Friday night; others in their own impromptu 
celebrations in the hotel bar or in its hallways. 
 
The scheduled informational events proved many and varied. Celebrated writers such as 
Lee Child and Tess Gerritsen nurtured aspiring wannabe's with writers' boot camps and 
master classes. Experts of all kinds gave DNA presentations, polygraph demos, and 
martial arts exhibitions. A lucky few pitched their latest work to agents from around the 
country while everyone had the opportunity to learn the difference between a procedural 
and a thriller (one of my panels) or of the mysteries surrounding promoting your works 
on MySpace and YouTube through the use 
of lists, blogs, nings, and pings. As always, 
the latest gossip exchanged in the hallways 
proved at least as valuable as the formal 
education received in the classrooms.  
 
Attending LIM has bestowed some hard-
earned wisdom over the years. Here is a set 
of Do's and Don't's for those intrepid 
attendees who wish to fully savor the 
vagaries of other upcoming mystery 
conferences: 

(Panelists Michael Allen Dymmoch, Shane            
Gericke, & Dave Case listening to a question) 

1. Arrive the day before - give yourself a chance to decompress from your car or 
plane ride and acclimate to the conference surroundings before you venture into 
the wilds of the conference byways and hallways; 

2. Bring a pad & pencil - while many conferences supply these, some don't, and it's 
easy to mislay the basic equipment provided by those events that do; 
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3. Stay at the conference hotel -  it's remarkable how beneficial staying onsite 
energizes the mind (napping), strengthens the character (imbibing), and depletes 
the pocketbook (souvenir hunting) at a rate only slightly higher than staying at a 
hotel further away; 

 
4. Have a purpose - mystery conferences are not for sight-seeing. Though some of 

the experiences you may witness can take your breath away, conferences reward 
those most who plan best. Take a special class, button-hole your favorite writer, 
or pitch that half-formed book idea to an agent; never expect a writer or agent to 
take you aside and provide a crash-course on what's happening, they're trying to 
figure that out themselves; 

5. Bring an appetite for food 
that matches your hunger for 
knowledge of the publishing 
industry - conferences 
revolve around the format of 
the semi-formal, informative 
luncheon. The only learning 
that exceeds the wisdom 
gleaned from these events is 
gained in the lounge or hotel 
bar after imbibing a series of 
serious whiskeys; 

         (Ted Hertel interviews Kent Krueger) 
6. (Corollary to 5) Don't be afraid to mingle - conferences are opportunities to meet 

writers up close and personal. Never be afraid to introduce yourself to someone 
who got an agent you desire or a contract you covet. "Better yet," as Kent Krueger 
recommends, "buy them a drink." After that you can pump them for everything 
they know! 

 
Respectfully submitted by Bill Fietzer 
 

Editor's note: If you have attended or plan to attend a writer's conference this year, our 
readership would love to read your impressions of the event. Send them to me at 

wfietzer@comcast.net or twinsisnewsletter@yahoo.com 
 

Member’s Websites 
(Anne Fraiser) http://www.annefrasier.com 

(Erin Hart)  www.erinhart.com 
(Carl Brookins) www.minnesotacrimewave.org 

(William Fietzer) www.williamfietzer.com 
(August Schwerdfeger) http://www.tc.umn.edu/~schw0709/ 

(Lori L. Lake) www.lorillake.com 
(Lois Greiman) www.loisgreiman.com 

Ellen Kuhfeld - Big Washuu's Lab of Arcane Knowledge) http://washuu.net  
 (Mary Kuhfeld - Monica Ferris) at http://monica-ferris.com  
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(Sujata Massey) http://www.interbridge.com/sujata/ 
(Michael Allan Mallory and Marilyn Victor) www.snakesjones.com 

    (C. Hyytinen)  www.chyytinen.com 
 (Pat Dennis) www.penurypress.com or comedybypatdennis.com 

 
Members Who Blog 

 
Static (Anne Fraiser)  

http://annefrasier.blogspot.com/ 

Agora2 (Carl Brookins)  
http://www.agora2.blogspot.com/ 

Riding with the Top Down (Lois Greiman)  
http://ridingwiththetopdown.blogspot.com/ 

Killer Hobbies (Mary Kuhfeld-Monica Ferris) 
http://killerhobbies.blogspot.com/ 

It Makes Us Wild (Marilyn Victor & Michael Allan Mallory)  
http://zoofari.blogspot.com/     

 
Resort to Murder 

http://www.resorttomurder.blogspot.com/ 
 

Sisters In Crime Blog Crimespace 
http://crimespace.ning.com/profile/SistersInCrime 

 
If you have a website or blog you’d like to have listed here, please contact our newsletter 
editor at twinsisnewsletter@yahoo.com 
 
 

Upcoming Mystery Conventions 
 

Sleuthfest 
Feb. 28th-March 2nd, Deerfield Beach Hilton, Florida 

Lee Child, Guest of Honor 
http://www.mwa-florida.org/sleuthfest.htm 

 
Left Coast Crime 

Murder on the Rocks 
Stephen White Guest of Honor 

Elaine Viets, Toastmaster 
March 6 - 9, 2008, Denver, Co. 

http://www.leftcoastcrime.org/2008/ 
 
 
 



 
Twin Cities Sisters In Crime    

Page 6 

Noir Con 
 A conference dedicated to the celebration of Noir 

April 3 - 6, 2008, 
www.noircon.com 

 
Malice Domestic XX 
April 25 - 27, 2008 
Arlington Virginia 

International Guest of Honor-Lindsey Davis 
Guest of Honor- Charlaine Harris 

Lifetime Achievement- Peter Lovesey 
http://www.malicedomestic.org 

 
Mayhem in the Midlands 

9th Annual Conference, May 22 - May 25, 2008 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Sponsored by the Omaha Public Library 
Guest of Honor : Alex Kava 

Toastmaster of Honor : Jeff Abbott 
http://www.omahapubliclibrary.org/mayhem/ 

 
ThrillerFest 

July 9 - 12, 2008 
New York, NY 

James Patterson: ThrillerMaster 
Spotlight Authors: Brad Thor, Kathy Reichs, Eric Van Lustbader 

http://www.thrillerwirters.org 
 

Upcoming Events at Once Upon A Crime 
 
Tues. Feb 12 - 7:00 Twin Cities Sisters In Crime meeting. Book for the night is: Tin 
City. Temporary date change second Tuesday of the month; back to first Tuesday in 
March. 
 
Wed. Feb 13 - 6:30 Mystery Book Club meeting. Book for the night is: TBA. 
 
Tues. Feb 19 - 7:00 Nancy Atherton Aunt Dimity Vampire Hunter. 
 
Tues. Mar 4 - 7:00 Twin Cities Sisters In Crime meeting. Book for the night is: What 
Angels Fear.  
 
Wed. Feb 13 - 6:30 Mystery Book Club meeting. Book for the night is: TBA. 
 
Sat. Mar 22 - Sixth Annual Write of Spring 
 
Sat. Mar  29 - 4:00 Laura Lippman  Another Thing to Fall. 
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Thu. Mar 27 - 7:00 Libby Fischer Hellmann Easy Innocence. 
 
Tues. Apr 1 - 7:00 MN/S. African author Michael Stanley A Carrion Death. 
 
Wed. Apr 2 - 7:00 Twin Cities Sisters In Crime meeting. Book for the night is: 
Stalemate. Temporary date change to Wednesday; back to first Tuesday in May. 
 
Wed. Apr 9 - 6:30 Mystery Book Club meeting. Book for the night is: TBA. 
 
Fri. Apr 18 - 7:00 Susan Runholt The Mystery of the Third Lucretia. 

Tues. May 6 - 7:00 Twin Cities Sisters In Crime meeting. Book for the night is: The 
Salaryman's Wife by Sujata Massey.  

Sat. May 3 - 12:00-2:00 Deb Baker Goodbye Dolly and Murder Talks Turkey - 
Reception/Signing. 

Sat. May 10 - 12:00-2:00 Anthony Neil Smith Yellow Medicine MN author - 
Reception/Signing. 

Twin Cities Sisters in Crime Members 
 
Ginger Anderson, Myles Bakke, Judy Borger, Carl Brookins, Janet Contursi, Pat Dennis, Debra 
Erager, Heather Farmer, Julie Fasciana, William Fietzer, Diane Finney, Anne Frasier, Lois 
Greiman, Ginny Harris, Erin Hart, Susan Hastings, Carol Hedberg, Camille Hyytinen, Bobbye 
Johnson, Ellen Kuhfield, Lori L. Lake, Michael Mallory, Sujata Massey, JoAnn Moser, Wendy 
Nelson, Lori Ness, Todd New, Kathleen Nordstrom, Judy Overmier, Diane Pearson, Kim Reis, 
Barbara Schlichting, August Schwerdfeger, Richard Thompson, Robyn Van Horn, Marilyn 
Victor, Deborah Woodworth 

If your name is missing from this list, please let one of the officers know. Thank you. 
 

Officers & Officianalia of Twin Sisters In Crime 
 

President Marilyn Victor 
Vice President Kathy Spexet 

Treasurer Lori Lake 
Secretary Kim Reis 

Newsletter editor Bill Fietzer 
Web maven Charity Tahmaseb. 

 
Interested in the Twin Sisters chapter of Sisters in Crime? Visit www.twincitysinc.org. Or call 
Wendy Nelson at (952) 233-0215. To become a member, you must first join the national Sisters 
in Crime organization. Easy to do at http://www.sistersincrime.org/.  Our local chapter dues are 
$10 a year.  Local meetings are held at 7 P.M. on the first Tuesday of each month (except July 
and August) at Once Upon A Crime Mystery Book Store, 604 W. 26th, Street, Minneapolis, MN 
55405 (This is half a block east of the intersection of Lyndale and 26th In South Minneapolis. 


