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November Speaker’s Bio   
 

Amit Garg received a Masters of Philosophy from Jawaharlal Nehru University in New 
Delhi.  His dissertation was on �From Slavery to Deb t Bondage: Bonded Labor System in 
India.�  He also received a Master of Arts in Sociolo gy from Jawaharlal Nehru 
University�s Center for Study of Social Systems.  In his 15 years experience using the 
community policing concept while working with India�s police force, he has involved in 
various sections of civil society for effective and sustainable enforcement.  In 
coordination with civil society organizations he has assisted victims of human trafficking 
for their protection and rehabilitation.  With the support of these organizations, he has 
assisted victims of domestic violence and supported family reunion.  He is currently joint 
commissioner of police, special branch, of the Indian Police Service in Hyderabad, where 
he handles matters related to foreign registration and collection of intelligence on 
organized crime.  During his fellowship year, Mr.Garg will focus on law enforcement 
with particular attention to human trafficking and organized crime, trafficking victim 
protection programs, witness protection programs, rescue and rehabilitation, and 
interactions with Non-Government Organizations (NGOs). 
 

 
Next Meeting Date 

Tuesday, November 3rd, at 7 PM  
Once Upon A Crime 

604 W. 26th Street, Minneapolis (East of Lyndale) 
 

Minutes of the October Meeting 
 
Chapter president  Marilyn Victor called the meeting to order. 
 
The Rain Taxi Twin Cities Book Festival on October 10th was mentioned.  A schedule 
was available for club members working a shift at the table. 
 
The upcoming club elections were discussed at length.  After the underbrush was 
thoroughly beaten the following candidates emerged: 
 

� Chapter President:  Michael Allan Mallory  (If anyone else wants the job, now is 
the time to speak up!) 

 
� Vice President: Jessie Chandler 
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� Treasurer/Membership Coordinator:  Marilyn Victor. 

 
� Newsletter Editor:  William Fietzer 

 
� Chapter Secretary:  Open   

 
The actual vote will occur at the November 3rd meeting. 
 
This month�s book was Pegasus Descending by James Lee Burke.  In this fifteenth book 
in the Dave Robicheaux series, Publisher Weekly says Burke shows  "� how our 
everyday lives are beset with age-old, universal dilemmas..." One member enjoyed the 
book for its good plot and surprises, while another member considered it a little too 
philosophical. 
 
The speaker for the evening was Julie McKuras, a local expert on Sherlock Holmes.  As 
a member and former president of the Norwegian Explorers of Minnesota, Julie is also a 
member of the Baker Street Irregulars, a world-wide Holmes appreciation society. 
 
Julie spoke at length on the history of Sherlock Holmes, the fictional creation of Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle, who featured the world’s first consulting detective in fifty-six short 
stories and four novels.  Those tales of detection made Holmes a world-wide 
phenomenon in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.  To this day he continues to be one 
of the most recognized fictional characters ever created.  Various plays, movies, radio 
and television productions have kept the character alive since his first appearance in "A 
Study in Scarlet" in 1887.  Through all his various incarnations, Julie said, Holmes has 
been the man we’ve wanted him to be.   
 
Submitted by 
Michael Allan Mallory 
Chapter Secretary 
 
 
 

December Meeting  
 
Our December meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 1st, 7:00 p.m., at Once Upon 
A Crime, 604 W. 26th Street, Minneapolis (East of Lyndale).   
 

 
President’s Message 

It�s November and Thanksgiving is right around the corner. It�s a time for over-eating 
and giving thanks.   
 
I�ve been a member of Twin Cities Sisters in Crime since we were meeting in a 
conference room in an office building in Edina.  Since then our membership has swelled 
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to over 50 members and we�re still growing. Over the years we�ve had a lot of wonderful 
people working hard to make our chapter fun, educational and successful.  We�ve read 
some wonderful books, listened to some amazing speakers on just about every aspect of 
crime solving, supported our local authors and made new friends along the way.   
 
Thanks to everyone for being a part of Twin Cities Sisters in Crime.   
 
Marilyn Victor 

 
 

November Question of the Month 
This month’s question, inspired by Julie McKuras’ informative presentation on Sherlock 
Holmes and his legacy, asked which of Conan Doyle’s stories or novels is your favorite?  
The follow-up question was which of the many film, TV, and radio embodiments of 
Holmes do you prefer?  
 
The questions provoked a surprising range of opinions regarding an icon of the literary 
establishment. Here are your responses:  
 
First, the Pros: 
 

� It’s been a long time since I’ve read any Holmes stories. I did enjoy Jeremy Brett’s 
Holmes, but my favorite is the young actor, Nicolas Rowe, who played Holmes in 
"The Young Sherlock Holmes." � Susan Hastings 

 
� As a young person I loved to watch Sherlock Holmes movies starring Basil 

Rathbone.  I thought he was a very good Holmes.  My favorite movie of Basil 
Rathbone’s  Holmes was "The Hound of the Baskervilles".   
 
My favorite to date is/was Jeremy Brett for PBS Mystery series.  I thought he did 
a wonderful job of playing Holmes as Doyle had written him.  I am not too 
thrilled with the current Holmes, Rupert Everett.  But maybe I will grow to like 
him.  Just as I do not care for the new Miss Marple.   
 
I have a lot of favorites from the books...I have read most of them.  Today I would 
say my favorite story is "The Sign of Four". � Fey He in 

 
� Basil Rathbone in Hound of the Baskervilles! � June Long 

 
� The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes, the first collection of short stories, is still my 

favorite.  As one Sherlockian scholar has said, the final story collections were 
written in the early twentieth century when Doyle had to think back to the 
Victorian era.  But the early stories were written when he was actually living in 
that time.  
 



 
Twin Cities Sisters In Crime    

Page 4 

Although I�m a huge fan of Basil Rathbone (mainly for his work as the villain in 
films from the 1930s), Jeremy Brett exemplified Holmes to me�restless, caustic, 
brilliant and, at times, charming and intensely loyal.   I loved the sight of Brett�s 
Holmes bustling around London in top hat and frock coat, ready to take on 
anyone, with his BFF Watson at his side. � Michael Mallo ry 

 
� My favorite was Basil Rathbone.  I liked---I can’t remember the title of it--but the 

one where they searched for those figures and went to some guy who was some 
sort of carpenter.  That’s the one that was my favorite.  Hopefully, someone can 
make sense from what I just said. � Barb Schlichting 

 
� Hands down, Basil Rathbone! 

 
As for the stories, I’d be hard-pressed to pick a favorite.  I fell in love with 
Sherlock Holmes when I was 12, and have never recovered.  I belonged to the 
Baker Street Irregulars from the time I was 12 until I moved away from Los 
Angeles as an adult.  Used to be able to quote the Canon the way some people can 
quote the Bible. � Louise Signorelli 

 
� Jeremy Brett’s performance.  Although I’ve seen many of the other interpretations 

of Holmes, I can’t remember them clearly.  What I do remember is that upon 
finally seeing Jeremy Brett, my inner self leaped up and shouted "Yes!" 

 
Now shall we speak of some of the truly awful and truly inspired personifications 
that we have seen of Miss Marple and Hercule Poirot? � Joan Sween 

 
� I thought Jeremy Brett was fabulous in PBS’s Holmes. As to my favorite story, I 

can’t remember many of them. I’ve read them all and seen them all but don’t 
remember the specifics. Too many years ago and the hard drive has become full. 
 

� Maybe Hound of the Baskervilles, because, of course, I like the idea of the baying 
hounds warning death. Wasn’t there a movie out in the 70’s -The 7% solution? I 
can’t remember who was in it. But I liked it. And it seems to me I saw a movie 
trailer for a younger Holmes character some time ago, but never saw if the movie 
came out yet or not. It was more edgy in today’s style. Do you know anything 
about that? I’d love to see it. � Celia Waldock 

 
The Antis:  
 

� Sorry I cannot help out with the question. I am not a SH fan at all (how sad is 
that?)  Don’t tell anyone that however. (Sorry, your secret’s out! But you’re in 
select company) � Pat Frovarp 

 
� I hate to be the one to break your bubble, but not everybody loves the Great 

Sherlock.  If I were marooned on a deserted island and had nothing to read but 
some Sherlock Holmes books, they would get used for kindling.  I simply cannot 



 
Twin Cities Sisters In Crime    

Page 5 

abide the molasses-like pace or the smugness of the main character.  And when 
Watson talks about what he’s going to talk about, when, if ever he gets around to 
talking about it, giving me some advance hype to which he never lives up, the 
book immediately gets bounced off the nearest wall. 
 
I really don’t like leaving you hanging, but this is just not a topic that is dear to 
me. — Richard Thompson 

 
�  I've never been a Sherlock Holmes fan.  I've read a couple of the short stories, but 

was never interested enough to read any more.  So, I'd have to say my favorite 
Sherlock Holmes story is not by Sir Conan Doyle, but by Neil Gaiman.  "A Study 
in Emerald" is a short story in which Gaiman was asked to combine the world of 
Holmes and H. P. Lovecraft. While I've never read Lovecraft, I thoroughly 
enjoyed this alternate history (Queen Victoria and her family are aliens) and was 
totally unprepared for the ending.  It was great story.  I do enjoy the movies and 
television series based on Sherlock Holmes. Michael Caine's depiction in 
"Without A Clue" is my favorite.  And I have a feeling I'm going to love Robert 
Downey Jr, in the role. — Marilyn Victor  

 
And those In-between: 
 

�  Oh, B Rathbone, without question.  Later productions seemed to be attempts to 
update or modernize the stories.  I am not a Conon Doyle fan, but his books and 
characters are not something to trifle with. — Carl Brookins 

 
Obviously, the cult of Holmes still has a lot of power in the 21st century. On Saturday 
morning TCM showed the Hammer Films version of The Hound of the Baskervilles 
starring Peter Cushing as Holmes and Christopher Lee as Sir Henry Baskerville.  Host 
Ben Mankiewicz said this film was intended to be the first in a series of films with 
Cushing in the role of Sherlock Holmes but no more were made, a pity since the film 
captures the spirit and atmosphere of Victorian England (the dry-ice machine was 
working overtime for the fog effects).  Check TCM's schedule, all you Sherlock lovers, 
for when the film will be shown again. 
 
 

Featured Member: Brian Landon 
 
This month's featured member is Brian 
Landon whose first novel, A Grand Ol’ 
Murder, debuted September of this year, and 
has already made it to its second printing.   
Brian's novel is the first in a series of humorous 
mysteries featuring the irreverent and 
irresponsible detective Doyle Malloy.  Brian is 
a graduate of the University of Minnesota 
English program, a member of the Loft Literary 


